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IDENTIFICATION (casting) numbers vs PART numbers on other Caterpillar® pistons 
 
Identification or casting numbers in the skirt or body of the piston may not represent the actual part 
number of the finished piston.  
 

Manufacturers often assign an identification or casting number to an unfinished blank, or rough piston body. The 
benefit to the manufacturer is they can then machine these rough forms into several different finished piston part 
numbers.     
 

Example: A rough form OE piston with an identification #1073565 on the skirt is machined into a 1073565 
(piston with one valve relief) or into a 1654262 (piston with two valve reliefs) 
 
Other examples of casting numbers that are also active part numbers are: 
 7E7600 (3400 series) 
1073565 (3300 series) 

 
Piston part numbers MUST be taken from the crown of the piston where the part number is usually 
stamped, etched, or inked and NOT from the skirt or bottom of the piston body. 
 

 
IPD as always suggests that specific serial and arrangement numbers be provided to accurately identify      what 
products belong in specific engines. 
 
All information is believed to be accurate at time of printing. No guarantee of accuracy is made by IPD. Please consult your service and parts manual for 
detailed information. This is intended as a warning only, not a specification. All manufacturers’ names, numbers, symbols & descriptions are for reference only, 
it is not implied that any part is the product of the manufacturer. Caterpillar®, Detroit Diesel®, Cummins®, and Waukesha® are trademarks of their respective 
owners. ISO® is a registered trademark of the International Organization for Standardization. 
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